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INTRODUCTION

F OR many years I ave been interested in t e istorica markers ocated in
t e Imperia Va ey and vicinity . A ter t e Imperia Va ey Pioneers pub-

is ed t e itt e book about Si sbee and Indian We , I t ou t o puttin a
descriptive book et to et er. T e best idea or t e pub ication was w en I
t ou t o askin Bever y Fis er to i ustrate it . Prior to t at I took pictures
t at I oped to use .

Bever y isn't as desert-oriented as I am but s e went to work on t e i ustra-
tions wit ent usiasm . S e as said many times ow muc s e as enjoyed our

T e most abu ous trip o a was on Apri 27t , 1982. Ken Too er, o Bor-
re o Sprin s, too us up Coyote Canyon in is Jeep to t e amous "w ite
c i d monument" . T is monument is accessib e on y by a our-w ee drive
ve ic e . Muc o t e trai is in t e cree bed w ic is never dry . It is a rou
ride .

Coyote Canyon was in b oom wit t e at and covered by a carpet o
ye ow dande ions . A so in b oom we ound desert avender, c uparosa,
rameria, pric y poppies, bri iant y co ored sand verbena, pa o verde and

tamarac trees, ed e o and beavertai cactus and many, many ot er p ants .

T e istorica mar ers ave been constructed by a variety o sponsors, com-
memoratin persons and events important in Imperia Va ey istory .

Some istorica records are controversia . Every e ort as been made to
ma e t e materia in t is boo as accurate as possib e .
T e mar ers are isted to aci itate on or s ort trips, dependin on t e

amount o time t e visitor as avai ab e .
Startin point or t e tour is E Centro, rom w ic point t e mar ers are

numbered consecutive y in t e order t ey may be most easi y visited .

IDA LITTLE
Ho tvi e, September 1, 1982
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AHISTORICAL p aque as been p aced on t e wa at t e entrance to t e
Te ep one Company ocated at 763 State Street in E Centro . T e

p aque commemorates some o t e accomp is ments o W. F. Ho t, t e
ounder o Ho tvi e . Accordin to T e First T irty Years by Otis Tout, some
ear y pioneers credit Mr. Ho t wit t e idea o estab is in t e townsite o
Cabar er, at t e point w ere is Ho ton Inter Urban Rai way reac ed t e
Sout ern Paci ic trac s . Later t e name was c an ed to E Centro .

Accordin to Mr . Tout, Mr . Ho t was one o t e c ie stoc o ders in t e
bui din o T e Barbara Wort Hote . T e Va ey Steam Laundry, and many
ot er businesses were started wit t e inancia bac in o Mr . Ho t .

In T e First Decade by Howe and Ha , Mr . Ho t is quoted as writin , "I
be ieve it is a man's duty to enter into t e i e o w atever community e inds
imse in ed wit and w atever e may do to better conditions o ivin in

t at community, it devo ves on im as a duty to do ."
T e irst, sin e-strand te ep one ine was bui t by Mr. Ho t rom F owin

We s to Imperia in 1902 . T e ine was ater extended to B ue La e and t en to
Ca exico . Braw ey and Ho tvi e were added next in 1906 . In 1908, t e ine was
extended to E Centro .
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MARCH 6.1955

THEY HAD THE VISION TO SEE . THE FAITH TO BELIEVE,
AND THE COURAGE TO DO

COMMEMORATING THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF AN EARLY
PIONEER. W. F. HOLT "THE EMPIRE BUILDER" WHO IN 1903
ESTABLISHED THE FIRST TELEPHONE LINE OF

COMMUNICATIONS ACROSS IMPERIAL VALLEY .

PIONEER ASSOCIATION OF IMPERIAL COUNTY
BY COMMEMORATON COMITTEE

EL CENTRO. CALIF .
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THE FIRST COURTHOUSE

A CCORDING to Otis Tout in T e First T irty Years t e irst Imperia
County Court ouse was ocated in t e second story o t e Ho t Opera

House at Fi t and Main in E Centro . T is was in 1907, w en t is area o -
icia y became Imperia County. Former y, it was a part o San Die o County .

T e irst court ouse bui din was constructed at 631 State Street and
dedicated in 1908 . T ere is a p aque at street eve commemoratin t is event .
T e p aque was dedicated in 1971 .

In 1925 t is bui din was purc ased rom t e County by t e E s or
$25,000 and as been t e E s C ub or many years. T e new court ouse at
939 Main Street was bui t in 1924 .
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FIRST IMPERIAL COUNTY COURT HOUSE

DEDICATED 1908
SUPERVISORS

S. MC HARG.1ST DISTRICT
R.H .CLARK	 2ND DISTRICT
F. S . WEBSTER CHM	 33RD DISTRICT
GEORGE R . WADE	 4TH DISTRICT
P. N. FERGUSON.5TH DISTRICT

PLAQUE PLACED BY
IMPERIAL VALLEY PIONEERS ASSOCIATION

1971
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TIDE WATERING TROUGH

T HIS concrete orse and mu e waterin trou was bui t in 1924 w en t e
new court ouse was bui t. It is ocated at t e corner o Nint and Main

Streets, E Centro, in Court ouse Square . It ad itt e use. Horse and bu y
days were over by t e time it was insta ed .
Geor e Buc in, a prominent pioneer and aut or, wrote in an artic e about

t e waterin trou , "At one time t ere was a movement a oot to ave t e o d
waterin trou removed by a beauti ication commission since it was an un-
si t y object. T e crusade ai ed ."

At t e dedication on December 15, 1976, two S et and ponies itc ed to a
sma bu y were part o t e bac round as t ey were driven up to t e water-
in trou .
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HISTORICAL MARKER
THIS WATERING TROUGH WAS BUILT IN 1924 AS A
CONVENIENCE TO RANCHERS TRANSACTING BUSINESS AT THE

COURTHOUSE .
DEDICATED TO IMPERIAL VALLEY'S PIONEERS

BY
EL CENTRO BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE

DECEMBER 15, 1976
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WATER DELIVERY GATE

T HIS istorica mar er p aced just sout o t e airport bui din in Imperia
is a rep ica o t e wooden water de ivery ates bui t to contro irri ation

water and divert t e correct amount into t e armer's ditc . T ese "c ec s"
were common y ca ed ead ates .

Irri ation water is bi ed by t e number o acre eet de ivered . Zanjeros drive
a on t e cana ban s and adjust t e ates to a ow t e amount o water
ordered to be de ivered .

T e wooden "c ec s" ave been rep aced by ones o cement except or t e
ates w ic are sti made o wood .

8
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AUTHENTIC WATER DELIVERY GATE

(HEAD GATE)
THIS MONUMENT COMMEMORATES THE COMING OF WATER TO
IMPERIAL VALLEY AND THE EFFORTS OF THE PIONEERS TO
TURN THE DESERT INTO A PRODUCTIVE AGRICULTURAL AREA .

BUILT COOPERATIVELY BY
IMPERIAL COUNTY BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION

IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT
IMPERIAL COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
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T HIS p aque set in a ar e roc near a itt e wooden bui din , is ocated
at t e nort entrance to t e randstand bui din at t e Ca i ornia Mid-

Winter Fair rounds .

T e sma bui din as t ree sides . T e inside o t e two ends are covered
wit b oc s in w ic ems are imbedded . T e inside o t e bac wa as em-
imbedded b oc s up about t ree eet, ence t e name t e "Gem B oc
Bui din ". T ese ems were co ected by Sa y and Kirby Patton .

T e mai received or air wor ers durin t e air was distributed at one time
rom t is bui din ; t is practice as been discontinued .
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GEM BLOCK BUILDING
THIS UNIQUE AND BEAUTIFUL EXPRESSION OF COMMUNITY

EFFORT IS DEDICATED TO THE PEOPLE OF
IMPERIAL COUNTY

FOR THEIR LASTING PLEASURE
GEM EMBEDDED BLOCKS MADE OVER A 30 YEAR PERIOD BY

KIRBY AND SALLY PATTON
SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL THE FINE MEN . WOMEN AND TRADESMEN WHOSE

GENEROUS. COOPERATIVE SPIRIT MADE THIS SHELTER POSSIBLE
E CLAMPUS VITUS, SQUIBOB CHAPTER. 1964

I i
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FORT ROMUALDO PACHECO

M ANY dreams ave come true in t e deve opment o Imperia Va ey so
maybe t e dream o a par at t e crescent-s aped bend o New River

t at is ocated seven mi es west o Imperia wi materia ize, too .
T is is t e site o a Mexican Fort Romua do Pac eco, accordin to Jay Von

Wer o , arc eo o y instructor at Imperia Va ey Co e e . In February 1978,
students, under t e eaders ip o Mr . Von Wer o , be an excavatin at t e
site . A ence enc oses t e area .

Former s eri Herbert Hu es, a writer and istorian, as done extensive
researc on t e ocation and istory o t is ort. His researc indicates t e
name o t e ort was La una C apa a. Mr . Hu es visited t e area in 1968 . At
t at time t e adobe wa s o t e ort ad been worn down by t e e ements, but
were sti about 2 1/2 eet i . He too some pictures o t e remnants o t e o d
ort .
Later a armer bu dozed down t e crumb in wa s and eve ed t e and to

ma e a par in p ace or arm mac inery .
On October 3, 1981, t e p aque was dedicated at t e site . Excavation con-

tinues . T e p aque is stored unti suc time as t e wor is comp eted .
At t e dedication, Fran Rosenbaum reca ed stoppin near t e ort in 1902

w en e was ei t years o d. T e ami y ad paused in t e s ade o some cot-
tonwood trees, near water, to et t e team rest . T ey were t ere severa ours .
Youn Fran reca ed t at e exp ored t e o d ort, muc o w ic was
standin at t at time .

1 2
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SITE OF FORT ROMUALDO PACHECO
(1825-1826)

IN 1774. SPAIN OPENED AN OVERLAND ROUTE FROM SONORA
TO CALIFORNIA BUT IT WAS CLOSED BY YUMA INDIANS IN 1781 .
IN 1822, MEXICO ATTEMPTED TO REOPEN THIS ROUTE . LT .
ROMUALDO PACHECO AND SOLDIERS BUILT AN ADOBE FORT AT
THIS SITE IN 1825-26, THE ONLY MEXICAN FORT IN ALTA
CALIFORNIA . ON APRIL 26, 1826, KUMEYAAY INDIANS
ATTACKED THE FORT, KILLING THREE SOLDIERS AND
WOUNDING THREE OTHERS . PACHECO ABANDONED THE FORT,

REMOVING SOLDIERS TO SAN DIEGO .
CALIFORNIA REGISTERED HISTORICAL LANDMARK NO . 944

PLAQUE PLACED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION IN
COOPERATION WITH THE IMPERIAL VALLEY COLLEGE BARKER MUSEUM .
IMPERIAL VALLEY PIONEERS . AND SQUIBOB CHAPTER, E CLAMPUS VITUS,

OCTOBER 3 . 1981
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SILSBEE AND INDIAN WELL

T HIS istorica monument wit two p aques is ocated at t e corner o

Si sbee and Nort rop Roads west o E Centro. It was dedicated on

October 20t , 1979 .

It was a beauti u day . T ose attendin t e dedication stood to t e east o
t e monument . Not in was t ere to s ow t at t e ori ina townsite o Si sbee
was ocated at t is spot ; just a roup o peop e, t e par ed cars, t e monument
and some very inquisitive bra ma catt e in t e pasture to t e west .

It was a most impressive si t as t e Du oc c i dren unvei ed t e monu-
ment . Post 25 o t e American Le ion o E Centro presented t e co ors . As
t e wind un ur ed t e a , Ann Horne san t e son Imperia Va ey w ic

compares t e Va ey to La Pa ma de a Mano de Dios, T e Ho ow o God's
Hand.

Harry Sones, in a brie address, paid tribute to t e pioneers .

T e second p aque commemorates Indian We , an o d Kamia Indian Vi a e

two mi es to t e sout . T is we was a sta e stop or bot t e Jac ass Mai

and t e Butter ie d Over and Mai . Indian We was destroyed by t e oods in

1905-1907 .

INDIAN WELL
LOCATED 2 MILES TO THE SOUTH WAS THE SITE OF AN OLD
KAMIA INDIAN VILLAGE, AND A STOP FOR THE JACKASS MAIL IN
1857 . IN 1858 THE BUTTERFIELD OVERLAND STAGE COACH
LINES BUILT A STATION THERE . FROM THE FIRST, WELLS FARGO
PROVIDED FUNDS AND ASSISTANCE . FROM 1875 ON, OTHER
STAGE LINES USED THE STATION, WHICH WAS DESTROYED IN

THE FLOODS OF 1905-07 .
IMPERIAL VALLEY PIONEERS

OCTOBER 1979
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TOWNSITE OF SILSBEE
NAMED FOR THOS . H . SILSBEE, A CATTLEMAN WHO SHIPPED
RANGE CATTLE VIA THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAIL STATION AT
FLOWING WELL TO FATTEN ON THE GRASSES NEAR BLUE LAKE .
IN 1901 THE BLUE LAKE TOWN CO . MAPPED THE SITE INTO 97
BLOCKS OF BUSINESS AND RESIDENTIAL LOTS . BLUE LAKE
BLVD ., INSIDE THE TOWN, WAS ALMOST 2 MILES IN LENGTH AND
ENCIRCLED BLUE LAKE . SILSBEE WAS TO BE WINTER RESORT
WITH BOATING AND FISHING IN THE 12-FT . -DEEP LAKE .
COLORADO RIVER FLOODS OF 1905, 6 AND 7 DRAINED THE

LAKE AND ENDED THE DREAMS OF THE DEVELOPERS .
DONATED BY THE WM . DUFLOCK JR . FAMILY

THE PETE RYERSON FAMILY
AND THE IMPERIAL VALLEY PIONEERS

OCTOBER 1979

i- 7 1it,711
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MONUMENT TO DE ANZA

T HIS monument, yet to be dedicated, is very impressive . It is ocated at t e

Mt. Si na store on Hi way 98 .
In 1775 Juan Bautista de Anza ed a party o sett ers to Monterey and on to

San Francisco, trave in west o Mt . Si na . T is was Anza's second trip but
t e irst roup o sett ers .

Later Anza too C ie Pa ma, c ie o t e Indians w o ived at t e junction

o t e Gi a and Co orado Rivers, to Mexico City. Here C ie Pa ma was

we comed roya y and was baptized on February 13, 1777 .

T ere are many monuments commemoratin Anza's trips . Four wi be

described in t is boo et .

1 6

LT. COLONEL JUAN BAUTISTA DE ANZA
BY DECREE OF CARLOS III OF SPAIN

DE ANZA

EXPEDITION

1775 1776

LED AN EXPEDITION NEAR THIS SITE - THE MISSION BEING
COLONIZE THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

TO

17



CRUCIFIXION THORNS

OCATED in a natura depression at t e intersection o Hi way 98 and

Coyote Road is a we -maintained desert road t at turns sout o

Hi way 98. T e Cruci ixion T orn area is enc osed by a barbed wire ence to

protect t e p ants .

T ere are two si ns to mar t e ocation, no stone mar er to date . T e ar e

board si n outside t e ence was p aced t ere by t e Imperia County Par s

and Recreation Department . A sma meta si n is just inside t e ence. It was

p aced t ere by t e Bureau o Land Mana ement . Be sure to read t is sma

si n . It is very in ormative .

W en t ere as been su icient rain t is area is carpeted wit ow, i t-

ye ow owers, sometimes ca ed "be y owers" .

1 8

CRUCIFIXION THORNS
IMPERIAL COUNTY RECREATION AREA

PLEASE DO NOT PICK, REMOVE OR DESTROY, VIOLATORS WILL
BE PROSECUTED : COUNTY ORDINANCE NO . 318 IMPERIAL

COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION DEPT .

CRUCIFIXION THORN
WITHIN THIS ENCLOSURE IS ONE OF THE FINEST CRUCIFIXION THORN
ICASTELA EMORII PLANT COMMUNITIES FOUND ANYWHERE IN THE UNITED
STATES . WHILE CLOSELY RESEMBLING THE 'CROWN OF THORNS' SAID TO BE
WORN BY JESUS CHRIST AT HIS CRUCIFIXION, BOTANISTS AGREE THAT THIS
SPECIES IS DIFFERENT FROM THE CRUCIFIXION THORN NATIVE TO THE MIDDLE

EAST .
BECAUSE OF THE PLANTS LIMITED RANGE AND CULTURAL-HISTORICAL
IMPORTANCE. THIS AREA HAS BEEN SET ASIDE AS A PRESERVE TO HELP
ASSURE THEIR CONTINUED EXISTENCE FOR THE ENJOYMENT OF FUTURE
VISITORS . YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO WALK INTO THE ENCLOSURE AND

EXPLORE THIS UNUSUAL PLANT COMMUNITY .
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

EL CENTRO . CALIF .
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VISTA DE ANZA

T HERE is a itt e desert road ca ed Anza Trai t at eads nort o Hi -
way 98 to Vista de Anza istorica mar er .

T is mar er is on t e ed e o a b u over oo in Yu a Basin . Juan Bautista
de Anza is be ieved to ave passed over t is spot in 1774 durin is irst expedi-
tion rom Sonora to Ca i ornia .

T e De Anza Trai Caba eros, w o co-dedicated t is mar er, were a roup

o orsemen w o annua y rode t e o d Anza Trai , campin out a on t e
way. T is ride as been discontinued .

Standin beside t is monument on t e ed e o t is i b u and oo in

out over Yu a Was , it is easy to visua ize Indians wa in by, t en ater Anza

wit is men, orses and catt e, and sti ater t e covered wa ons and sta e
coac es. T ey must ave been s ow movin and dusty tre s .

2 0

10)

VISTA DE ANZA
DEDICATED BY

DE ANZA TRAIL CABALLEROS
AND

DESERT CAVALCADE OF IMPERIAL VALLEY
MAY 10, 1941
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YUHA WELL

Y UHA We is ocated on t e ban s o Yu a Was across t e desert nort -
east o Vista de Anza monument . T e approac is via a jeep trai .

Anza camped ere in 1774 and a ain in 1776 . It was near ere on December
9, 1776, t at Fat er Pedro Font o t e second Anza expedition ound some
oyster s e s and surmised t at t e sea spread over a t is area at one time .

At t e present time t e we is boxed in and a ar e board si n mar s t e site .
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YUHA WELL

(SANTA ROSA DE LAS LAJAS)
USED BY THE KAMIA INDIANS WHO SHOWED IT TO ANZA'S
SCOUTS ON MARCH 8, 1774 . THE SECOND ANZA EXPEDITION
CAMPED HERE ON DECEMBER 11, 1775 . LATER AN IMPORTANT
WATER SOURCE ON THE TRAIL FROM YUMA TO SAN DIEGO.
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TIDE MORMON BATTALION

T HIS monument to t e Mormon Batta ion is ocated at t e rest stop on t e
nort side o Freeway 8 .

Quotin an artic e written by Gre Layne in t e November 1951 issue o
West ways, "W en t e United States dec ared war in Mexico in 1846, Mormon
emi rants were crossin t e p ains rom Nauvoo, I inois, to ind a new ome
in t e west. President James Po ordered a batta ion o in antry to be
recruited amon t em to assist in t e conquest and to ind a wa on route to
Ca i ornia .

"Wit Bri am Youn 's consent, a batta ion o 486 men was recruited and
marc ed to Santa Fe, New Mexico, w ere t ey arrived in October and were
p aced under t e command o Lieutenant Co one P i ip St. Geor e Coo e .
"A ter weedin out t e sic and t e a ed, t e batta ion o 397 men e t San-

ta Fe on t e on tre , October 19t and proceeded wit mu es, oxen and
wa ons a on Genera Step en Kerney's route to w ere e turned west rom
t e Rio Grande ."
T ese Mormon men en isted or a period o one year . Eac man was to et

$3 .50 a mont or c ot es and draw $7 a mont wa es .
A ter a peri ous journey beset wit many ards ips and dan ers, t e bat-

ta ion arrived in San Die o . Ser eant Danie Ty er, a member o t e batta ion,-
wrote, "One mi e be ow t e mission we ascended a b u , w en t e on - on -
oo ed- or reat Paci ic Ocean appeared p ain to our view, on y about t ree
mi es distant . T e joy, t e c eer t at i ed our sou s, none but worn-out
pi rims nearin a aven o rest can ima ine."

So it was t e Mormon Batta ion t at turned an indistinct trai into a usuab e
road, a road soon to become t e sout ern route o t e orty-niners, t e
over and mai sta es and eventua y t e route o t e transcontinenta rai road .
T e o d trai became a road t at cou d not be ost, mar ed as it was wit

abandoned wa ons, ood, c ot in , too s, ouse o d oods and t e remains o
orses, mu es and s eep .

.
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1846 - 1848

MORMON

BATTALION

TRAIL

MONUMENT ERECTED 1978 NO . I
ON FRIDAY, JANUARY 15, 1847, THE MORMON

BATTALION, A VOLUNTEER UNIT OF THE ARMY OF
THE WEST, CROSSED INTERSTATE HIGHWAY 8

APPROXIMATELY SEVEN MILES WEST OF THIS POINT .
LIEUTENANT COLONEL PHILLIP ST . GEORGE COOKE
COMMANDED THIS BATTALION WHEN THE UNITED STATES WAS
AT WAR WITH MEXICO . THEY MADE THEIR HISTORIC MARCH
FROM COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA, TO SAN DIEGO ON THE PACIFIC
COAST. THIS BEING REGARDED AS THE WORLD'S GREATEST
MARCH OF INFANTRY OF OVER 2,000 MILES . THE FIRST WHEELS
THAT TRAVERSED THIS AREA, NOW IMPERIAL COUNTY,
CALIFORNIA, WERE BY THE BATTALION SUPPLY WAGONS

OPENING THE FIRST SOUTHERN ROUTE WEST .
ERECTED ON THE ONE HUNDRED THIRTY-FIRST ANNIVERSARY BY EL CENTRO
COMPANY IN THE CALIFORNIA DIVISION OF THE MORMON BATTALION, INC .,

HEADQUARTERS AT SALT LAKE CITY . UTAH
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IMPERIAL HIGHWAY

UCATED on t e Imperia Hi way on t e San Die o County-Imperia

County ine as you enter Anza Borre o State Par is a monument to t e
Imperia Hi way .

T is two- ane, paved road opened up inaccessib e desert attractions suc as

Mountain Pa m Canyon, Litt e Pa m Sprin and t e Bad Lands. Sweeney Pass
is named or Bud Sweeney o Ho tvi e w o wor ed di i ent y or t e construc-

tion o t e road .

W en t ere as been su icient rain, t e area becomes a wonder u desert

wi d ower arden .

T e p aque as been ou ed out and sto en . Hope u y it wi be rep aced

soon.

26
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I

AMERICAN U .S . LEGION

JANUARY 8 . 1933

MEMBERS OF BOYCE ATEN POST NUMBER 25
AMERICAN LEGION OF EL CENTRO

BLAZED THIS TRAIL FOR THE BUILDERS
OF THE IMPERIAL HIGHWAY

27



PALM SPRING

T HE monument at Litt e Pa m Sprin is one o my avorites . It is not to be
con used wit t e Pa m Sprin s . Goin nort on Imperia Hi way

be ore you come to A ua Ca iente t ere is a si n "Pa m Sprin ". Turn east on
a desert road . Watc or t e ye ow-topped brown post and turn nort t ere .
T e sprin is 1 .7 mi es rom Imperia Hi way . You can see t e pa m trees
on be ore you et t ere .

Grace A new and I too A nes Nort rop, a prominent pioneer, to Pa m
Sprin in 1967 . Mrs. Nort rop was so excited as we approac ed t e sprin t at
s e bare y waited or t e car to stop be ore s e jumped out . S e said, "O , I
was ere in 1915. 1 aven't been ere since. My at er and I were in a
buc board wa on pu ed by two orses. We were on our way to Ju ian . T ere
were corra s, a ouse and ar e mesquite trees . I uess t ese ar e o d stumps
are w at is e t o t e trees . I remember it so we ."

T is is a beauti u waterin and restin p ace or mi ratin birds . One time
we ound undreds o b uebirds ere in t e mesquite trees .

Accordin to t e boo T e Anza Borre o Desert Re ion by Lowe and
Diane Lindsay : "T is was t e probab e site o t e irst pa m tree oasis to be
described in Ca i ornia. In 1783 Pedro Fa es was on is way to San Die o a ter
de iverin messa es in Yuma w en e stopped at Pa m Sprin to rest, indin

`a sma sprin o ood water, near w ic t ere were t ree or our very ta

pa m trees .' Water as existed at t is mesquite-surrounded waterin spot since
Indian times, as is s own by t e scatterin o s ards and t e remains o coo -
in ires and camp middens, T is became an important waterin spot on t e

Emi rant Trai midway between t e Water at Carrizo Ciene a and t at at

Va ecito ."

A re ay station was estab is ed at Pa m Sprin by t e Butter ie d Over and

Mai . T e sma adobe bui din and corra s disappeared years a o .

Emi rants in t e 1850's cut down t e ori ina pa m trees or irewood.

T ose ere now were p anted by par ran ers .

28
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PALM SPRING
HERE WAS A PALM -STUDDED DESERT RESTING PLACE
1826-1866, FOR MEXICAN PIONEERS, MOUNTAIN MEN . THE
ARMY OF THE WEST, MORMON BATTALION, BOUNDARY
COMMISSION, FORTY NINERS, RAILWAY SURVEY, BUTTERFIELD
OVERLAND MAIL STAGES, AND CALIFORNIA L EGION . IT WAS THE
SITE OF THE BUTTERFIELD STAGE STATION BUILT IN 1858 BY

WARREN F. HALL .
CALIFORNIA REGISTERED HISTORICAL

LANDMARK NO. 639
PLAQUE PLACED BY THE CALIFORNIA STATE PARK COMMISSION IN
COOPERATION WITH THE FREMONT-KEARNEY HISTORIANS OF OLD SAN DIEGO,

OCTOBER 6, 1958
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VALLECITO

V ALLECITO is, per aps, t e most amcus o a t e o d sta e stations .
T e name Va ecito means Litt e Va ey and t e spot was named by Pedro

Fa es w o trave ed t rou ere in 1772 .
Va ecito was a most we come stop or weary, westbound trave ers as t ere

was abundant water and p enti u eed or t e anima s a ter t e ards ips en-
dured on t e journey across t e desert .

Grace A new, A nes Nort rop and I stopped at t e restored station in 1967 .
Mrs . Nort rop to d o spendin t e ni t ere wit er at er in 1915, unro -
in t eir bed ro s in t e corner on t e dirt oor. S e said ow rate u t ey
were or t e protection o t e wa s t at were sti standin , or t ere was a
c i wind b owin t at ni t .

Indians ived ere be ore Fa es came t rou in 1772 and were sti ere in
1852. T e irst permanent sod bui din was bui t by t e mi itary in 1852 as a
sub-depot or army supp ies . T is sma bui din was ater en ar ed by t e But-
ter ie d Over and Mai in 1858 . Many di erent persons ived ere but James E .
Mason was t e irst e a owner . Now t e area is a San Die o County Par .
T e bui din s ave been restored, a ran er ives nearby in a mobi e ome, and
t ere are picnic tab es and campin areas .
T ere is a istorica monument near t e entrance and a p aque on t e

bui din .
u

-PA4 15 Ir
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VALLECITO STAGE STATION
A RECONSTRUCTION (1934) OF THE VALLECITO STAGE STATION
AT THE EDGE OF THE GREAT COLORADO DESERT. ORIGINAL

WAS BUILT IN 1852

ORIGINAL SIGN AT VALLECITO
DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF JAMES E . BIRCH
"THE MAN WHO PUT AN EMPIRE ON WHEELS"

FOUNDER AND PROPRIETOR OF THE 1ST OFFICIAL TRANSCON-
TINENTAL OVERLAND MAIL-STAGE LINE IN THE UNITED STATES
THE SAN ANTONIO TO SAN DIEGO OVERLAND MAIL OF 1857 -
1861 AND THOSE BRAVE DRIVERS WHO "HANDLED" THE REINS .
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BOX CANYON

0 N Imperia Hi way between Mason and B air Va eys is t e Box Canyon
monument. Box Canyon was irst ca ed Coo e's Pass or Devi 's Can-

yon .
T is spot was made amous by Lieutenant Co one P i ip St . Geor e Coo e

and is Mormon Batta ion in 1847, w en t ey opened up t e irst wa on road
into Sout ern Ca i ornia . T ey widened t e road t rou Box Canyon wit
and too s so t at t e wa ons cou d et t rou . Even a ter t e pass was

widened, t e ubs o t e wider Butter ie d coac es o ten scraped on t e so id
roc wa s .
From t e Box Canyon over oo , two o d roads are visib e on t e opposite

ban . T e upper road is t e o der . Bot roads are routed around a dry water-
a .
A c imb down into t e canyon wi ive you an even better picture . Visua ize

t e covered wa ons as t e drivers stru ed to et t em t rou t e narrow
pass .
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BOX CANYON

THE OLD WAY VARIOUSLY KNOWN AS SONORA COLORADO
RIVER OR SOUTHERN IMMIGRANT TRAIL AND LATER AS
BUTTERFIELD OVERLAND MAIL ROUTE TRAVERSED BOX
CANYON JUST EAST OF HERE . JANUARY 19, 1847 . THE MORMON
BATTALION, UNDER THE COMMAND OF LT-COL PHILIP ST. G .

COOKE. USING HAND TOOLS, HEWED A PASSAGE THROUGH THE
ROCKY WALLS OF THE NARROW GORGE FOR THEIR WAGONS
AND OPENED THE FIRST ROAD INTO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA .

STATE REGISTERED LANDMARK NO . 472
MARKER PLACED BY SAN DIEGO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AND THE

HISTORICAL MARKER COMMITTEE
ERECTED 1953
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PUERTO PASS

P UERTO Pass is t e steep pass between B air Va ey and Eart qua e or
S e ter Va ey . Access to t e monument is across a dry a e bed in

B air Va ey . Drive c ose to t e mountains on t e e t unti you come to a par
mar er wit directions to t e monument . T ere is a s ort, steep trai to i e .
T e deep y rutted and worn trac s o t e o d coac es are quite evident on t e
o d wa on road to your e t .

T is pass as a so been ca ed Litt e Pass and Foot and Wa er Grade . T e
atter name ori inated because o ten sta e coac passen ers ad to wa over

t e pass and sometimes ad to e p pus t e coac es . T is road eads into
Eart qua e Va ey .

Many o t e residents and rea estate interests o t is area do not i e t e
descriptive name Eart qua e Va ey. T ey pre er to ca it "S e ter Va ey ."

4{ 17 ~-

34

B .F,s e,-

BUTTERFIELD OVERLAND MAIL ROUTE
THIS PASS, PUERTO, BETWEEN THE DESERT AND THE COOLER
VALLEYS TO THE NORTH WAS USED BY THE MORMON
BATTALION, KEARNEY'S ARMY OF THE WEST, THE BUTTERFIELD
OVERLAND MAIL STAGES AND EMIGRANTS WHO EVENTUALLY
SETTLED THE WEST . THE ERODED SCAR ON THE LEFT WAS THE
ROUTE OF THE BUTTERFIELD STAGES 1858-1861 . THE ROAD ON

THE RIGHT WAS A COUNTY ROAD UNTIL RECENT YEARS .
CALIFORNIA REGISTERED HISTORICAL LANDMARK NO . 647

OCTOBER 6. 1958
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SCISSORS CROSSING

T HE monument at Scissors Crossin , w ic is at t e intersection o Im-
peria Hi way and Hi way 78 is ca ed Va ecito Butter ie d Sta e

Station . A ew undred yards nort o t e monument is t e site o t e San
Fe ipe Sta e Staton . T is was t e ast stop in t e desert country or westbound
trave ers .

Accordin to Horace Par er's Anza Borre o Desert Guide Boo , t e sta e
drivers wou d b ow t e coac orn w en t ey reac ed t e spot w ere t e
mar er is ocated to warn t e station- eeper to ave t e orses or mu es ready .
Jo n Butter ie d's instructions to is drivers were "Remember boys, not in
on God's reen eart must stop t e United States Mai !"

Hi way 78 oes t rou an o d Indian buria round ere . Nearby were
many Indian vi a es . Lon a o t ere were many mesquite trees in t is area .
Mesquite trees urnis ed ood and s e ter or t e Indians. T e mesquite beans
were round into mea in deep wooden mortars usin on stone pest es. A ave
rows nearby, too . T e Indians roasted t e tender s oots o t e a ave and ate

t em . Anima s were p enti u or ood .
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19 MILES
VALLECITO BUTTERFIELD STAGE STATION

ONE OF THE CHIEF REMAINING LANDMARKS OF FAMOUS OLD
STAGE LINE COACHES AND SPRING WAGONS WHICH CARRIED
PASSENGERS AND MAIL. STATIONS WERE BUILT AT 20-MILE

INTERVALS . THE FIRST STAGE ON THE LINE LEFT ST . LOUIS ON
SEPTEMBER 15, 1858 .

HISTORICAL LANDMARK NO . 304
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS - DIVISON OF HIGHWAYS

37



TECart

®® ~a©0®0®~~~~ ~~7O	 _
13 ~CyF~' R I \J\E R J 1 L) r.

	

4 . v v ~~
CATHEDRAL CITY ,~ !Cq

	

Y

	

INDIORANCHO MIRAGE A~

PALM DESERT`

	

00°

' ~

	

`

	

,. FOR.

	

L

	

LA QUINTA~!!~̀

.os• _rYS Q

	

° S eep Mtn .
ANZA

	

.I * " I .

	

_-

PARADISE ` Santa Rosa Mtn . L_VALLEY

0

	

9L,

	

NT~

	

et 6666

	

,

Beauty P . `~

	

-

	

-

	

/pOSq Rabbit P . _ _

E

	

SHEEP I

	

SANTA ROSA MOUNTAINS

Vaquero'P .A

	

ANZA-BORREGO
~~'CANYON,

	

STATE WILDERNESS

	

T
-L

	

NATURAL
O _ ~

	

I - ~ ~

	

~ S̀
PRESERVE Pc^

	

1

	

Car Dry LE e
7 q'. I

	

L1`
J

I

		

22
BORREGO I
SPRINGSE J
S q I

L_

	

L_

	

I

S3 6'

OASI

..1

WELLS

THERMAL

EA R0o

a

Lva s

9

AMACA R
ATE PARK'
F-
SO
-

R?

	

GUATA

RANCHO

y

	

r MOUNT

IE8

~TECATE9

STAT E

IL
AGUA CALL [KT

'

	

SPRINGS1

LSombrero P
I

LAGUNA

I
PINE VALLEY - ,

INDIAN -

LIVE OAK
SPRINES

9

DESERT

< L CITO

BOULEVARD

A N

I
I

I

	

OCOTILLO
SUM T,

LuG

I000nuo-
L WELLS

J I

PARK

S

COACHELLA

MECCA

10

~~
-
DESERT BEACCCH

REC A- MO
S

2N

L_

1 1
I

DESERT SHORES

\. \SALTON SEA
BEACH

~O

I

	

LL

r -
'-r -T"~

SALTON
CITY

I

	

I Superstition mw °

23
' I . IRIA' S SUMMITNj PIpSMoU

°ROCOPIA

ALTOS SEA
I

STATE
RE1 ILIS .4TION

2

S

S30

BRAWLEY

r

	

PLASTER - _ r

	

IMPERIAL
CITY

	

SEELEY

,

23

I

	

COYOTE WELLS

LA RUMOROSA

A

SPRILSS

YUHA

2B

DESERT

O

~Et90mBC GR•E L-
KEEP OUT

0

V

A
-ICER

CALEXICO

MEXiCALI~

A/
0

O

	

i

~`~

	

UvE BOSIGI AREA

	

L r
KEEP OUT

CALIPATRIA

DESERT CENTER

EL 4I50
° Pi ot Mtn .

F

	

ti
L

	

A

	

ELIOST.
L 1

	

Lion Head Mtn.

\-ir CHOCOLATE MOUNTAIN
III

1 ~NILAND

	

~~

	

p

	

~-
\

	

IMPACT G AREA

®

	

.

	

r

i

186

V?RiAI

>S29
OLt:'~Y

R

	

I

	

A

	

L\

L
S'.

EL CENTRO

r

LA TRIO

S33

HOLTVILLE

HT TS CORNER

	

25

L

	

1 /

	

r

-T

	

UvESOURG"AREA 8 I
KEEP OUT

	

j

L

	

I

m

39

i

L

EL 121

`~ Deer P -

	

~

LI T TE'TTE'

' /FSq

-=C~,LIF0 R

42

uide Map to

Imperia Va ey'

Historca ~ /Iar cei

CL

	

S

Y

9

4

CIUDAD MOREL S

LGODONES
Mo r ros o •

∎

95

S

BAAUA

YUMA

80

A t0

JULIA
EL . XO

PINE RILLS `J

IA
Cuyamaca P .~

1° M
4 C 1'

ST

DESCAN
0

N
z

2

0



PE O FAGES TRAIL

T HIS monument to Pedro Fa es is ocated on Sunrise Hi way in t e
La una Mountains s ort y be ore it meets t e Cuyamaca Road . It is in-

c uded in t is boo because Pedro Fa es was t e irst w ite man to enter w at
is now Imperia Va ey - wit t e exception o A arcon w o came up t e Co -
orado River in 1540 .

In 1772, Fa es and severa so diers were in pursuit o deserters rom t e
Presidio in San Die o . T ey descended on t e trai near t is mar er into
Ori amme Canyon, t en went east as ar as Harper's We and t en nort up
Coyote Canyon .
Fa es' diary te s o crossin t e Co orado River at t e ord o Bicuner in

November 1781 . On anot er journey en route to San Gabrie rom Sonora in
Marc 1782, Fa es a ain orded t e Co orado River near Bicuner . T ese
records revea t at Fa es made severa trips t rou w at is now Imperia
Va ey in addition to is irst trip in 1772 rom San Die o.
T e monument was dedicated Marc 18, 1973 . It was a co d, windy day .

T e United States a and t e Ca i ornia a were appin in t e breeze .
Mrs . Et e Rensc , widow o Hero Eu ene Rensc , was t ere and spo e to t e
crowd. Hero Eu ene Rensc was a prominent istorian w ose studies ed im
to conc ude t at Fa es trave ed t is route . Et e Rensc is a sister o ormer
Jud e E mer Hea d o Imperia County .

A)
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19 IRK.(-

PEDRO FAGES TRAIL

ON OCTOBER 29 . 1772, COLONEL PEDRO FAGES HEADED EAST
FROM SAN DIEGO SEARCHING FOR ARMY D ESERTERS . I T WAS
THE FIRST ENTRY BY EUROPEANS INTO ORIFLAMME CANYON .
FROM THERE, FAGES AND HIS MEN TRAVELLED ON THROUGH
CAJON PASS . AROUND THE MOJAVE AND THE CENTRAL VALLEY,
AND EVENTUALLY REACHED MISSION SAN LUIS O BISPO . AS A
RESULT, HE DISCOVERED THE COLORADO DESERT AND THE

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY .
CALIFORNIA REGISTERED HISTORICAL LANDMARK NO . 858

PLAQUE PLACED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION IN
COOPERATION WITH THE SAN DIEGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY, CONGRESS OF

HISTORY. AND THE NATIVE SONS OF THE GOLDEN WEST .
MARCH 18. 1973

1
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ANZA EXPEDITION

(FIRST WHITE CHILD MONUMENT)

T HE monument to one o t e irst w ite c i dren born in Ca i ornia is in
Coyote Canyon on t e ban o a wide stream bed . It is at Upper Wi ows

at Fi Tree Sprin about two mi es beyond t e border o Anza Borre o Par in
Riverside County. T is is suc a ascinatin and interestin spot t at I ave in-
c uded it in t e boo o Imperia Va ey mar ers. Actua y, t e tit e on t e
mar er is Anza Expedition . It is common y ca ed t e "w ite c i d" mar er .
Researc as s own t at ot er birt s predate t is one in Ca i ornia .

Anza's two trips across Imperia Va ey are very important in our ear y
istory. Many monuments are dedicated to is memory t rou out Sout ern
Ca i ornia. Severa are in Coyote Canyon, t ree in Imperia Va ey, name y
one at Mt. Si na store, one on t e ban s o Yu a Was and anot er on
Hi way 78 .
T e purpose o Anza's second trip was to co onize A ta, Ca i ornia .
T ere were 240 persons trave in wit Anza, t e majority o w om were

women and c i dren . T ere were more t an 800 ead o mu es, orses and cat-
t e w en t ey started . T e catt e were to be i ed or ood a on t e way.
Many ards ips were encountered across Imperia Va ey but t e party

ina y reac ed Coyote Canyon . W en t ey arrived at Fi Tree Sprin , ear y
camp was made because a woman was about to ive birt . T is was t e t ird
baby born on t e trip. On C ristmas Eve, 1775, itt e Sa vador I nacio Linares
was born ; ence, t e monument .

In 1957, my son Jim and I (Jim was t en 16) drove to Hemet to join a roup
o our-w ee -drive ent usiasts or a trip down Coyote Canyon . T ere were
400 jeeps. I t in we were about 375t in t e ine as t ey serpentined down
Coyote Canyon . T e jeep trai was rou and roc y, sometimes on one ban ,
t en across t e stream to t e ot er side and muc o t e time in t e stream
itse . T ere is a ways water in Coyote Cree , and t e cree was runnin u
t at day due to eavy rains. I must admit to becomin appre ensive w en t e
ine stopped and our jeep ormed a dam across t e stream . I ad visions o
sin in in quic sand .
W en we reac ed t e monument we stopped to read t e inscription . I didn't

write it down . Later, I cou d not ind t e words in any boo . So I said I wou d
return to t e W ite C i d Monument soon i "t e ood Lord was wi in and
t e cree didn't rise ." It was 25 years be ore I ot bac to t e mar er . I ina y
made it in t e sprin o 1982. It was t e most abu ous desert trip I ave ever
enjoyed .

42
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ANZA EXPEDITION
NEAR THIS SPOT ON CHRISTMAS EVE 1775 WAS BORN ONE OF
CALIFORNIA'S FIRST WHITE CHILDREN . SALVADOR IGNACIO

LINARES . HIS MOTHER. SENORA GERTRUDIS LINARES WAS A
MEMBER OF THE COLONIZING EXPEDITION OF JUAN BAUTISTA
DE ANZA FROM WESTERN MEXICO TO ALTA CALIFORNIA . HERE .

IN COYOTE CANYON . THE CHILD WAS BAPTIZED ON CHRISTMAS
DAY .

MARKER WAS PLACED BY CALIFORNIA CENTENNIAL COMMISSION .
BASE FURNISHED BY ROADS TO ROMANCE ASSOCIATION . INC .

DEDICATED MAY 7 . 1950
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LOS PUERTECITOS

L OS Puertecitos, anot er monument to Juan Bautista de Anza, is ocated
1 .7 mi es east o Ocoti o We s on Hi way 78, ca ed t e Kane Sprin s

Road.
T e Anza party camped in t e ats east o ere. T is spot was ocated a ter

studyin t e description iven in t e diary ept durin t e trip .
I ave a ways wondered w y Anza didn't trave t rou t e pass at

Va ecito . Jim, my son, and I tried jeepin rom Ocoti o just as c ose to t e
mountains as possib e . T ere were so many u ies caused rom t e rain water
rus in down t e canyons, t at t e trip was most y up and down . Our orward
pro ress was very s ow. Maybe t at is w y Anza trave ed ar out on t e desert
away rom t e mountains. I don't now t is or a act . Per aps e trave ed t e
Coyote Sprin s route because is uide new t at route .

0.

~e 21 P1.
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LOS PUERTECITOS

JUAN BAUTISTA DE ANZA'S EXPEDITION MARCHED THROUGH
THIS LITTLE PASS DECEMBER 19, 1775, ON THE WAY TO
STRENGTHEN SPANISH COLONIZATION IN CALIFORNIA . MANY
OF THE 240 MEMBERS OF THE PARTY WERE RECRUITED FROM
MEXICO TO BE THE FIRST RESIDENTS OF SAN FRANCISCO .
THEY HAD CAMPED THE PRECEDING NIGHT SOMEWHERE IN THE

WIDE FLATS JUST EAST OF THIS MONUMENT .

CALIFORNIA REGISTERED LAND MARKER NO . 635
PLAQUE PLACED BY THE CALIFORNIA STATE PARKS COMMISSION IN
COOPERATION WITH THE CUYAMACA PARLOR NO. 298 NATIVE SONS OF THE

GOLDEN WEST
JANUARY 31, 1959

I
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FLOWING WELLS

T HE mar er at F owin We s is very attractive . A wa on w ee as been
mounted in t e monument ocated nort east o Ca ipatria . It was erected

ere by Boy Scout Troop Number 79 .
T ere was no we at F owin We s . T e trains w ic stopped t ere brou t

water to i a cement cistern . Ear y Va ey sta es and wa ons transported
passen ers to and rom t is train stoppin p ace. Accommodations, suc as
t ey were, were avai ab e or passen ers w o ad to stay overni t .
F. C. Farr te s in is boo T e History o Imperia County written in 1918,

o a Jose Hudd eston arrivin by train at F owin We s in October o 1901 .
S e ca ed it "t e jumpin o p ace ." Not in was t ere but sand, a itt e
sa ebrus and mesquite. Her party spent t e ni t, s eep ess, under a tent
t ere in t e desert . T e next mornin at six t ey too a sta e or Imperia ,
t irty-t ree mi es away . T ey arrived in Imperia at our in t e a ternoon .
A branc ine o t is rai road was o�ened to Imperia in t e sprin o 1903

and rom Imperia to Ca exico in t e summer o 1904 .
Durin a summer storm in 1982, t e dry was about 20 eet west o t is

mar turned into a u y-was er . Water cut under t e mar er, w ic e into
t e stream bed .
E orts are under way to move t e we -cemented mar er, w ic appears to

be undama ed, to a sa er spot .
OR,

~t 2 2 J,
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FLOWING WELLS

ONCE A TINY DESERT RAILROAD STOP, FLOWING WELLS
BECAME THE GATEWAY TO IMPERIAL VALLEY IN THE FIRST FEW
YEARS OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY . HERE, THE HARDY
PIONEERS WHO HAD COME BY RAILROAD TO MAKE THE VALLEY
WHAT IT IS TODAY HAD TO TRANSFER TO A STAGE WHICH
WOULD TAKE THEM TO THE LAND OF THEIR C HOICE . TO THESE

P IONEERS. TO THE RAILROADERS AND STAGE DRIVERS THIS
MONUMENT IS DEDICATED BY THE

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA TROOP 79
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OSBORNE PARK

H UGH T. Osborne Par monument is ocated on a i sand i on Ben
Hu se Hi way west o G amis . A paved road eads sout up t e sandi . T is is a popu ar p ace or desert ve ic es to ta e o and exp ore t e

dunes. T ere is adequate par in space. Rare y do you drive by and ind t isp ace deserted . It is we wort a stop especia y at dawn or sundown . T e view
rom t e top o t e sand i is beauti u , especia y w en t e wind as b ownt e sand to cover a t e trac s made by t e dune bu ies .

48

THE PEOPLE OF THE IMPERIAL VALLEY
RESPECTFULLY DEDICATE THIS PARK

TO HUGH T . OSBORNE
A PIONEER OF THE GREAT IMPERIAL VALLEY, SUPERVISOR AND
PROMINENT CIVIC LEADER . THROUGH HIS FORESIGHT AND

DEVOTION . FAR BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY . HAS MADE OUR
VALLEY A BETTER PLACE IN WHICH TO LIVE

DEDICATED 1961
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GLAMIS CEMETERY

G LAMIS Cemetery is ocated just nort o t e Hi way at G amis .
In ieu o a monument, t ere is a ar e board si n p aced t ere by

Herbert Hu es w en e was s eri o Imperia County .
T e raves are enced in wit an unpainted wooden ence. Mr. Hu es sayst e cemetery is t e restin p ace o ear y rai way wor ers and t eir ami ies,

datin rom 1878 .

i

HISTORICAL LANDMARK

GLAMIS CEMETERY

1878

WARNING ANY PERSON WHO MUTILATES, DISINTERS, OR
REMOVES FROM THIS PLACE OF INTERMENT ANY HUMAN
REMAINS WITHOUT AUTHORITY OF LAW IS GUILTY OF A FELONY .

CALIFORNIA HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE SECTION 7082 .

BY ORDER OF HERBERT HUGHES, SHERIFF, IMPERIAL COUNTY
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INDIAN TRAIL MONUMENT

T HE Indian Trai Monument is ocated on Ben Hu se Hi way
east o G amis and west o t e intersection wit t e O i by Road (S34) .

It is on t e sout side o t e road . Sout o t e monument, a portion o an o d
Indian trai as been sturdi y enced in to prevent dama e rom o -road
ve ic es . As you stand on t e i at t e east end o t e ence, oo east. You
can c ear y see t e o d trai extendin across t e desert . T e trai be ins ei t
mi es east o G amis and runs para e to t e road or some distance .
T e Co orado Desert was not as trac ess as t e irst w ite invaders t ou t .

T e desert is criss-crossed wit o d Indian trai s. Some trai s probab y connect
ceremonia and campin sites, ot ers may be war trai s, and some cou d be
trade routes t at o rom one waterin p ace to anot er .

Discards a on t e trai s ave e ped in determinin t e eras durin w ic
t e trai s were used, and in identi yin t e peop e w o trave ed t em. It ta es a
trained eye to see t e evidence . To t e avera e observer t e trai s are just pat s
t rou t e roc y terrain, w ere one roc oo s muc t e same as anot er .
T e Indians o t e desert were ru ed. T e ot, dry mi es o barren desert

e d ew ears or t ese ear y men .

16
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PRE-COLUMBIAN INDIAN TRAIL
COLORADO RIVER TO LAKE COACHUILLA

(NOW IMPERIAL VALLEY)
ERECTED BY

IMPERIAL VALLEY PIONEERS ASSN .
1965
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E HULSE HIGHWAY

0 N t e G amis Road, now named t e Ben Hu se Hi way, nort east o t e
O i by turno , is t e Ben Hu se Hi way monument . It is on t e west

side o t e road .
Pavin o t e road rom Imperia to Pa o Verde Va eys, comp eted in 1964,

was an important accomp is ment. Be ore it was paved it was common y said
t at it cost at east one ruined tire to drive rom Imperia Va ey to B yt e. I
tried it once . I was drivin to B yt e to see my o der son p ay ootba in a
Ho tvi e versus B yt e ame . W en I ad a at tire I turned around and came
ome . I ad put on my one spare tire .
T is road was named t e Ben Hu se Hi way to onor ormer Senator Ben

Hu se .

ti
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BEN HULSE HIGHWAY

DEDICATED FOR PUBLIC USE
MARCH 21, 1964

THIS HIGHWAY PARALLELS THE OLD INDIAN TRAIL STILL
VISIBLE FROM HERE CONNECTING THE IMPERIAL AND PALO
VERDE VALLEYS. THE GRATEFUL PEOPLE OF IMPERIAL COUNTY
HONOR THE MEMORY OF OUR BELOVED SENATOR BEN HULSE
WHO WORKED UNTIRINGLY FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA. BEN HULSE HIGHWAY COMPLETES THE FOUR
STATE SYSTEM FROM CANADA TO MEXICO WHICH CULMINATES
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF WORK BY COUNTLESS CIVIC MINDED

CITIZENS .
ERECTED BY THE NATIVE SONS OF THE GOLDEN WEST DE ANZA PARLOR NO .

312 GRAND PRESIDENT JOSEPH G . OESCHGER
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Y CEMETERY

AST o t e A odones Sand i s on Freeway 8 t ere is a i way si n I

indicatin t e turno to O i by . Severa mi es nort on t e O i by road is
t e townsite o O i by. To reac t e o d O i by Cemetery, do not cross t erai road trac s on t e O i by road, but continue nort on a esser-used road .
T e Cemetery is on t e e t. It is mar ed wit a board si n put t ere w enHerbert Hu es was s eri o Imperia County. T ere are a ew raves wit
wooden crosses on t em . It is a deso ate, desert spot .
At one time O i by was a t rivin itt e desert town wit a sc oo ouse,store, post o ice and ouses . Not in remains except some cement s absw ere t e bui din s were and t e o d cemetery .
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HISTORICAL LANDMARK

OGILBY CEMETERY

1878

WARNING ANY PERSON WHO MUTILATES, DISINTERS, OR
REMOVES FROM THIS PLACE OF INTERMENT ANY HUMAN
REMAINS WITHOUT AUTHORITY OF LAW IS GUILTY OF A FELONY .

CALIFORNIA HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE SECTION 7082

BY ORDER OF HERBERT HUGHES, SHERIFF, IMPERIAL COUNTY
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OLD MISSION SITE

SAN PEDRO Y SAN PABLO DE BICUNER

T HE ocation o Mission Bicuner as been a controversia subject . Fat er
Fe ix Pud ows i, a istorian w o came to t e St. T omas Yuma Indian

Mission s ort y a ter its oundin in 1922, studied diaries and istorica
records and interviewed o d timers about t e up-river ocation. Pud ows i
went to t e site about one mi e sout o La una Dam . He ound c arred posts
so ocated t at e decided t at t is was t e correct ocation . Pud ows i's Mis-
sion Bicuner c urc site is about 500 eet nort o t e present Pot o es
Cemetery and t e townsite o Bicuner is just sout o t e cemetery . No trace
remains today o t is sett ement .
T e mission and pueb o o Bicuner was estab is ed as part o t e e ort by

t e Spanis to start a co ony ere as protection or t e Co orado River cross-
in . T e sett ement ad a very s ort i e, January 7 to Ju y 17, 1781 . T e oun-
din was t e resu t o on years o p annin by t e Quec an Indians and t e
Spaniards . T e tra edy w ic ended it and brou t b oody reta iation is
recorded in istory .
T is istorica mar er was ocated at t is up-river site and dedicated on May

3, 1980. T e date o May 4 on t e p aque is incorrect .

5 8

B . Is ner

SITE OF MISSION SAN PEDRO
Y SAN PABLO DE BICUNER

TO PROTECT THE ANZA TRAIL WHERE IT FORDED THE

COLORADO RIVER, THE SPANISH FOUNDED A PUEBLO AND

MISSION NEARBY ON JANUARY 7 .1781 . THREATENED WITH THE

LOSS OF THEIR LAND . THE QUECHANS IYUMAS) ATTACKED THIS
STRATEGIC SETTLEMENT ON JULY 17 . 1781 . THE QUECHAN
VICTORY CLOSED THIS CROSSING AND SERIOUSLY CRIPPLED
FUTURE COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN UPPER CALIFORNIA AND

MEXICO .
CALIFORNIA REGISTERED HISTORICAL LANDMARK NO . 921

PLAQUE PLACED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION IN
COOPERATION WITH E CLAMPUS VITUS . IMPERIAL VALLEY PICN' ..ERS, PHIL
PORRETTA AND FAMILY, BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT. YUMA COUNTY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND QUECHAN TRIBAL COUNCIL .
MAY 4 . 1980
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PHIL SWING PARK

P HIL Swin Par is ocated at Imperia Dam on t e Ca i ornia side o t e
Co orado River. T e monument is to t e ri t as you enter t e beauti u

itt e par .
P i Swin p ayed an important part in t e ear y deve opment o Imperia

Va ey . He came to t e Va ey in 1907 and became a aw partner o Jo n
Es e man . Accordin to T e First T irty Years, by Otis Tout e was "Assis-
tant District Attorney rom 1908 to 1911, District Attorney rom 1911 to 1915,
C ie Counse or t e Imperia Irri ation District rom 1916 to 1919, Jud e o
t e Superior Court in 1919 to 1921 and t en a member o Con ress be innin
in 1921 ."
He wor ed or t e passa e t rou Con ress o constructions projects to

contro t e Co orado River and co-aut ored t e Swin -Jo nson bi . A ter
many attempts t e Bou der Canyon Project Act ina y passed and was si ned
by President Ca vin Coo id e on December 21, 1928 .

It is appropriate t at t is monument is ocated on t e Co orado River at Im-
peria Dam in onor o P i D . Swin . T e story o t e e is ation e wor ed
or is, accordin to Tout, "an epic o a peop e wit an ab e eader, a man w o
never quit, never ave up, and, seemin y never even rew tired ."
Eu ene K . C amber in said at t e dedication o t is mar er, "His (Mr .

Swin 's) e orts e ped c an e t e nature o uman existence in Imperia
Va ey ."

In Apri , 1961, P i Swin was t e od"ored uest at t e t irty- ourt annua
picnic o t e Imperia Va ey Pioneers .
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PHIL SWING PARK
IN MEMORY OF

1884 - PHIL SWING - 1963
CO-AUTHOR OF THE BOULDER CANYON PROJECT
(HOOVER DAM) AND THE ALL AMERICAN CANAL

DEDICATED MAY 2 . 1965
SQUIBOB CHAPTER ECW
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P ICACHO is ocated in t e eastern ed e o Imperia County, on t eCo orado River about 21 mi es nort o Winter aven. T e area is cen-tered on t e Picac o State Recreation Area .
T is area is ric in istory and is si ni icant in Quec an Indian myt s ande ends . A arcon may ave reac ed t is area in 1540 . His jumb ed recordseave t is open to perpetua specu ation. T e amor and drud ery o its min-in days asted rom t e 1850s to t e 1930s . A ter minin was discontinued t earea became a squatters aven or, per aps, t irty years . Squatters wereevicted by court action in 1962 .
On Apri 28, 1979, t e p aque was dedicated even t ou t e mar er wasnot constructed . T e p aque was p aced in stora e at t e Ran er Station at t esite .

1.

	

0
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TO NSITE OF PICACHO

3O)*

(MONUMENT HAS NOT
YET BEEN ERECTED)

PICACHO
AS AVI-MILIKIT OF QUECHAN LEGENDS, PICACHO NOTED
SPANISH ARRIVAL IN 1540, LURED SONORA MINERS AFTER
1852, BROUGHT STEAMBOATS TO II S MINING AND MILLING
PORT UNTIL 1910 . HER MINES WERE NEVER WORKED TO
EXTINCTION, BUT PICACHO BECAME A SQUATTERS H AVEN . I N

THE 1960'S, CALIFORNIA MADE IT A RECREATION AREA TO
PRESERVE ITS RUGGED BEAUTY FOREVER .

PLAQUE PLACED BY SQUIBOB CHAPTER E CLAMPUS VITUS
APRIL 28 . 1979
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HANLON HEADING

BUILT IN 1906 BY CALIFORNIA DEVELOPMENT COMPANY AS
EARLY SOURCE OF WATER INTO IMPERIAL VALLEY . SERVED ALL
WATER USERS THROUGH ALAMO CANAL UNTIL 1942 WHEN ALL
AMERICAN CANAL COMPLETED . ACQUIRED BY IMPERIAL
IRRIGATION DISTRICT IN 1916 AND SINCE 1918 SERVED AS
CHECK GATE FOR ROCKWOOD GATE BUILT ONE MILE UP

STREAM .
DEDICATED JANUARY 30. 1965

NATIVE SONS OF THE GOLDEN WEST
JAMES D . BOINTANO . GRAND PRESIDENT

T HIS mar er is ocated on t e east side o t e A odones Road at Han on

Headin .

T e Imperia Irri ation boo T e First Forty Years by M. J . Dowd says,

"Actua excavation o t e inta e cana at Han on Headin commenced in

Au ust 1900 wit a our-yard dipper dred e w ic C a ey ad purc ased in

Yuma. T e point o diversion was a s ort distance downstream rom t e pre-

sent Roc wood Headin . From t ere t e cana was excavated to t e interna-

tiona boundary ine and into Mexico ." T is cana connected wit t e o d

A amo River C anne and entered t e United States east o Ca exico .

In May o 1916 excursions to Han on Headin rom Imperia Va ey were

eatured. Train oads o peop e too t e trip .

HANLON HEADING
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THE PLANK ROAD

T O reac t is monument, ta e t e o -ramp o Freeway 8 at t e west ed e
o t e A odones sand dunes . T is monument to t e amous o d p an

road was dedicated October 16, 1971 . A section o t e p an road was moved
to t is area and enced in to protect it rom vanda s. At t e time o t is writin
(1982) t e ence as been destroyed . It oo s i e t ou t ess peop e in o -
road ve ic es wanted to try out t e o d road . It is bein destroyed .

In 1912 Ed Boyd, Supervisor rom Ho tvi e, convinced t e ot er super-
visors o Imperia County t at a brus road across t e sand dunes wou d be
practica . T is road was comp eted October 12, 1912 . T e irst car over t e
road was a new air-coo ed Fran in wit Ed F etc er o San Die o ridin
astride t e ood . Need ess to say, t is road didn't ast on . Ed Boyd was not
discoura ed, owever, and a second road was started February 13, 1915, bui to 2 x 8s and 2 x 12s p aced to ma e two trac s, eac twenty- our inc es wide .
T ese were spi ed to 2 x 6s . It too a wide-awa e driver to stay on t e road .Ed F etc er was instrumenta in raisin t e money in San Die o to urnis t e
umber . T e peop e in Imperia County were to bui d t e road .
Two years ater t e irst p an road was worn out . It was rep aced by a so idp an road nai ed to eavy cross-ties and t en bound wit strips o iron . T esur ace was coated wit asp a t and sand . T e p an s were in 20 oot sections,

ei t eet wide. T e sections cou d be moved wit a our orse team . T us it
was possib e to move t e sections to o ow t e ever-c an in contours o t esand dunes . W en it became dept t e 1joad wou d be covered wit sand,
maintenance crews moved t e requisite sections .

I t in t is seven-mi e on p an road was t e most amous road in t eUnited States . In 1926 it was rep aced by a two- ane paved road . Now t e
Freeway o ows practica y t e same route .
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PLANK ROAD

1914 TO 1927

THIS UNIQUE PLANK ROAD SEVEN MILES LONG WAS THE ONLY

MEANS EARLY MOTORISTS HAD FOR CROSSING THE

TREACHEROUS IMPERIAL SAND DUNES . THE EIGHT BY TWELVE
FOOT SECTIONS WERE MOVED WITH A TEAM OF HORSES
WHENEVER THE SHIFTING SANDS COVERED PORTIONS OF THE

ROAD. DOUBLED SECTIONS WERE PLACED AT INTERVALS TO
PERMIT VEHICLES TO PASS

CALIFORNIA REGISTERED HISTORICAL LANDMARK NO . 845

PLAQUE PLACED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION IN
COOPERATION WITH THE IMPERIAL VALLEY PIONEERS ASSOCIATION .

OCTOBER 16 .1971
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FIRST IRRIGATION WATER

T HE ocation o t e mar er at t e site w ere t e irst water was brou t
into t e Imperia Va ey rom t e Co orado River or irri ation

is severa mi es east o Ca exico on t e corner o Anza and Barbara Wort
Roads . T e monument is just a ew eet rom t e i Mexico-United States
border ence .

Water was irst de ivered to t e Imperia Va ey by t e Ca i ornia Deve op-
ment Corporation, in June, 1901 .

Fi teen undred acres were put under crops in t e a o t at year and ir-
ri ated by t e new y-arrived water .
T e water t at made t e desert b ossom ad owed rom Han on Headin

on t e Co orado River t rou a cut to t e c anne o t e A amo River, a
stream w ic owed west t rou Mexico, and t en nort at Ca exico to t e
Sa ton Sin . Unti use was made o t e A amo River bed to supp y sett ers in
Imperia Va ey wit water, t e A amo owed on y in t e sprin w en t e Co -
orado River ooded its ban s .

FIRST IRRIGAtION WATER
INTO IMPERIAL VALLEY

AT THIS HISTORIC SPOT THE FIRST IRRIGATION WATER FROM
THE COLORADO RIVER REACHED IMPERIAL VALLEY IN 1901 .
COMING FROM MEXICO. THIS WATERWAY WAS REPLACED IN
1942 BY THE ALL AMERICAN CANAL. WATER HAS MADE THIS

ONCE ARID AREA INTO AN AGRICULTURAL PARADISE
DEDICATED JANUARY 26, 1974 BY GRAND PARLOR

NATIVE SONS OF THE GOLDEN WEST
HOWARD E . KERN GRAND PRESIDENT

IN MEMORY OF JAMES D . PHELAN U .S. SENATOR

6 8
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CAMP SALVATION

T HE Camp Sa vation monument is ocated in Roc wood P aza on Heber
Avenue in Ca exico .

Camp Sa vation was ocated just nort o t e Internationa Boundary Line
at t e intersection o t e ine wit t e Sout ern Emi rant Trai . T e Sout ern
Emi rant Trai was a so ca ed t e Sonora Trai , t e Desert Trai , t e Kearny
Trai , t e Mi itary Road, t e Mormon Batta ion Trai and t e Gi a Trai .
Camp Sa vation was estab is ed by Lieutenant Cave J . Couts in command

o t e Dra oon Escort o t e Internationa Boundary Commission at Yuma,
accordin to Ben Dixon, a member o E . C ampus Vitus . Dixon's report is
compre ensive and very interestin . It inc udes etters, maps and pictures . T e
camp was set up on September 23, 1849, and c osed on December 1 o t e same
year, open on y ten wee s . Durin t ese ten wee s t e United States Dra oons
issued severa t ousand army rations to starvin o d see ers w o were stru -

in to cross t e desert trai . T ere was uxurious rass on t e river ban s or
t e anima s . T e camp was appropriate y named Camp Sa vation .

ICI

34 1'p'`
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CAMP SALVATION

HERE ON SEPTEMBER 23, 1849, LIEUT . CAVE J . COOTS, ESCORT
COMMANDER, INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY COMMISSION,
ESTABLISHED CAMP SALVATION . FROM SEPTEMBER UNTIL THE
FIRST OF DECEMBER 1849, IT SERVED AS A REFUGEE CENTER
FOR DISTRESSED EMIGRANTS ATTEMPTING TO REACH THE

GOLD FIELDS OVER THE SOUTHERN EMIGRANT TRAIL
CALIFORNIA REGISTERED HISTORICAL LANDMARK i" .10 . 808

PLAQUE PLACED BY THE CALIFORNIA STATE PARKS COIri' 3SION IN
COOPERATION WITH THE CITY OF '^ALEXICO AND THE SQUIBOB CHAPTER E

CLAM PUS VITUS .
OCTOBER 3, 1965
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BLUE ANGEL PEAK

0 N October 21, 1970, t e i est mountain in Imperia County was
dedicated to t e U .S . Navy's F i t Demonstration Squadron, t e B ue

An e s .
T e B ues spend rom ei t to ten wee s eac winter in t e Imperia Va ey,

w ere t ey can count on ood weat er to practice t eir intricate aeria
maneuvers .
T e 4,548- oot pea is ocated in t e sout west corner o t e County, just

800 eet nort o t e Internationa Border, and 4,500 eet east o t e San Die o
County ine . It is accessib e on y on oot rom t e jeep road t at oes rom
Smu ers' Cave to a nearby mine .
Accordin to t ose present at t e ceremony in 1970, t e p aque identi yin

t e pea was a ixed to a b oc o concrete and dropped at t e site by
e icopter . T e p an was ater to return to t e site and insta t e mar er pro-

per y .
However, a considerab e amount o researc as ai ed to revea w et er

t is was actua y done. Visitors to t e pea report a beauti u view o desert
and mountains - but no mar er .

is
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TO BE DEDICATED

O N September 25, 1982, a new p aque wi be dedicated at t e Imperia
County Court ouse . T e inscription reads as o ows :

DEDICATED TO THE SERVICE OF THE PEOPLE OF THE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN COMMEMORATION OF THE

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF IMPERIAL COUNTY .
DEDICATED SEPTEMBER 25, 1982

NATIVE SONS OF THE GOLDEN WEST
JOSEPH URSINO - GRAND PRESIDENT

COURT HOUSE
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E NAN ® DE ALARCON

AHISTORICAL mar er in onor o Hernando de A arcon is to be p aced
October 10, 1982, near t e intersection o Freeway 8 and Hi way

186, near t e base o Pi ot Knob .
T e proposed p aque wordin is as o ows :

HERNANDO DE ALARCON EXPEDITION, 1540
ON ABOUT SEPTEMBER 5, 1540, ALARCON AND HIS SPANIARDS
WERE THE FIRST NON-INDIANS TO DISCOVER ALTA CALIFORNIA

NEAR THIS POINT ON THE COLORADO RIVER .
CALIFORNIA REGISTERED HISTORICAL LANDMARK NO . 568

PLAQUE PLACE BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION IN
COOPERATION WITH THE QUECHAN TRIBAL COUNCIL, THE IMPERIAL IRRIGA-
TION DISTRICT, IMPERIAL VALLEY PIONEERS, NATIVE SONS OF THE GOLDEN
WEST. YUMA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND SQUIBOB CHAPTER, E CLAM-

PUS VITUS. OCTOBER 10 . 1982 .

MI
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LA PURISIMA CONCEPCION

A HISTORICAL mar er or Mission La Purisima Concepcion to be p aced
on t e west side o t e statue o Fat er Francisco Garces w ic

is ocated at Mission St . T omas on Indian Hi .
T e proposed p aque wordin is as o ows :

SITE OF MISSION LA PURISMA CONCEPCION, 1780-81

FOR OVER TWO CENTURIES INDIANS BEGGED FOR A SPANISH
MISSION. ON OCTOBER 20, 1780, FATHERS TOMAS GARCES AND
JUAN BARRENECHE BEGAN MISSION LA PURISIMA CONCEPCION
DE MARIA S ANTISIMA . IT WAS INADEQUATELY SUPPORTED, COL-
ONISTS IGNORED INDIAN RIGHTS, USURPED THE BEST LANDS
AND DESTROYED CROPS . COMPLETELY FRUSTRATED AND
DISAPPOINTED, THE QUECHANS AND THEIR NEIGHBORS
DESTROYED CONCEPCION AND ITS SISTER MISSION AT

BICUNER, JULY 17-19, 1781 .

CALIFORNIA REGISTERED HISTORICAL LANDMARK NO . 350
PLAQUE PLACED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION IN
COOPERATION WITH THE QUECHAN TRIBAL COUNCIL . THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE
OF SAN DIEGO, IMPERIAL VALLEY PIONEERS, NATIVE SONS OF THE GOLDEN
WEST, YUMA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND SQUIBOB CHAPTER . E CLAMPUS

VITUS, OCTOBER 9, 1982 .
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I MPERIAL Va ey as many ot er istorica sites at w ic p aques,

monuments or mar ers wou d be appropriate . We o er t e o owin

or consideration to oca overnment a encies, and civic or anizations or

uture dedication :

Oyster S e Beds

Dos Cabezas

Hed es (Tumco)

Harpers We

Haro d Be Wri t Ranc

Mu et Is and

Heber Co e iate Institute

La es : Cameron, Bad er and Pe ican .

Mountain Sprin s

Carrizo - O d Sta e Station

E ep ant Trees

Pot o es Cemetery
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